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1
GARMENT CARRIER SYSTEM

This United States Patent Application is a continuation of
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/317,551, filed Dec. 23,
2008, which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent
Application No. 61/021,806, filed Jan. 17, 2008, each hereby
incorporated by reference herein.

1. BACKGROUND

A garment carrier which provides a flexible material
having a fastener with mateable parts capable of engagement
when a garment is rolled within the flexible material.

Over garments such as coats, sweaters, sweatshirts, suit
coats, or the like are often removed when a person enters a
temperature controlled environment such as a transportation
terminal such as an airport terminal or bus terminal. When
the person removes the over garment, the garment may be
held by person or set aside. The removed garment whether
held or set aside can become soiled, damaged or stolen.
Additionally, when removed carrying the garment can be an
inconvenience because of the size of the garment or because
a plurality of garments are removed and carried.

Conventional garment carriers typically provide a fixed
external configuration into which a garment can be placed
for storage or transportation such as suitcases or garment
bags. Suitcases or garment bags may not be readily available
once checked, may be difficult to open to receive a single
garment for storage, and may not reconfigure to a suffi-
ciently small size to be carried on the person.

The inventive garment carrier described herein addresses
each of these problems.

II. SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A garment carrier which provides a flexible material
having mateable parts of a fastener capable of mateable
engagement when a garment is rolled within the flexible
material.

Accordingly, a broad object of the invention can be to
provide a garment carrier which can be readily carried on the
person of a user and conveniently reconfigured to receive
and secure a garment.

A second broad object of the invention can be to provide
a garment carrier which variably adjusts volume in corre-
spondence to the received garment volume.

A third broad object of the invention can be to provide a
configuration of mateable parts of a fastener capable of a
continuous fastening range through the normal operational
range of the garment carrier. A continuous fastening range
avoids having a plurality of discrete fastening locations such
as provided by a belt which provides a plurality of apertures
spaced a distance apart into which a hasp inserts or a single
fastening location in the form of a latch or zipper.

A fourth broad object of the invention can be to provide
a garment carrier which receives a garment in an unrolled
condition of the garment carrier and reconfigures to a rolled
condition in which the garment is secured by mateable
engagement of a fastener.

Naturally, further objects of the invention are disclosed
throughout other areas of the specification, drawings, pho-
tographs, and claims.

III. A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE
DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an illustration of a particular method of using a
particular embodiment of the inventive garment carrier in
the unrolled condition to receive a garment.
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FIG. 2 is an illustration of a particular method of using a
particular embodiment of the inventive garment carrier in
the rolled condition to store a garment.

FIG. 3 is an illustration of a particular method using a
particular embodiment of the inventive garment carrier in
the rolled condition to transport a garment.

FIG. 4 is second material surface view of a particular
embodiment of the inventive garment carrier.

FIG. 5 is second material end view of a particular embodi-
ment of the inventive garment carrier.

FIG. 6 is a first material surface view of a particular
embodiment of the inventive garment carrier.

FIG. 7 is side view of a particular embodiment of the
inventive garment carrier.

IV. DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

A garment carrier which provides a flexible material
having a fastener with mateable parts capable of engagement
when a garment is rolled within the flexible material.

Referring primarily to FIGS. 1 and 2, a particular method
of carrying a garment in an inventive garment carrier (1) is
shown. A flexible material (2) can be provided having a
thickness disposed between a first material surface (3) and a
second material surface (4) and a material length (5) dis-
posed between a first material end (6) and a second material
end (7) capable of reconfiguration between an unrolled
condition (8)(as shown for example in FIG. 1) and a rolled
condition (9) (as shown for example in FIG. 2). The flexible
material (2) can be established in the unrolled condition (8)
and a garment (10) can be located on the second material
surface (4) proximate the first material end (6). The flexible
material (2) can be rolled about the garment (10) located on
the second material surface (2) proximate the first material
end (6) from the first material end (6) toward the second
material end (7) of the flexible material (2). Mateable parts
of a first fastener element (11) secured to the first material
surface (3) proximate the first material end (6) of the flexible
material (2) and a second fastener element (12) secured to
the second material surface (4) proximate the second mate-
rial end (7) of the flexible material (2) can be engaged to
fasten the first material surface (3) of the flexible material (2)
to the second material surface (4) of the flexible material (2)
to generate the rolled condition (9) of the flexible material
(2). The garment (10) can be carried within the flexible
material (2) in the rolled condition (9) by a user (13) of the
garment carrier (1).

Now referring primarily to FIG. 3, as to certain embodi-
ments of the method of carrying a garment (10), a support
member (14) such as a grippable member (15) of a suitcase
(16) can pass through a handle opening (17) generated by
coupling a handle (18) to the first material surface (3)
proximate the second material end (7). The user (13) can
then engage the support member (14) to generate movement
in an attached object (19)(for example engage the grippable
member (15) of a suitcase (16) to generate movement in the
attached suitcase (16)) which carries the flexible material (2)
with the garment (10) in the rolled condition (9)(or can carry
the unrolled condition (8)) of the flexible material (3)).
Alternately, a releasably closable loop (20) coupled to the
first material surface (3) of the flexible material (2) proxi-
mate the second material end (7) can be closed about the
grippable member (15) of the attached object (19) to secure
the flexible material (2) with the garment (10) in the rolled
condition (9) to the grippable member (15) or other part of
the attached object (19). Understandably, a hand (21) of a
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user (13) can engage the above-described handle (18) to
carry the flexible material (2) in the rolled condition (9)(see
FIG. 2 as an example).

Again referring primarily to FIG. 3, as to certain embodi-
ments of the method of carrying a garment (10), a shoulder
strap (22) having a strap length (23) disposed between a first
strap end (24) and a second strap end (25) each coupled to
the first material surface (3) of the flexible material (2)
proximate the second material end (7) can be engaged with
the shoulder (50) of the user (13) to carry the flexible
member (2) in the rolled condition (9).

Now referring primarily to FIG. 1, as to certain embodi-
ments of the method of carrying a garment (10), the step of
engaging mateable parts of the first fastener element (11)
secured to said first material surface (3) proximate the first
material end (6) of the flexible member (3) and a second
fastener element (12) secured to said second material surface
(4) proximate said second material end (7) of the flexible
material (2) to fasten the first material surface (3) of the
flexible material (2) to the second material surface (4) of the
flexible material (2) to generate the rolled condition (9) can
as one non-limiting example be the step of engaging mate-
able parts of a loop material (26) secured to the first material
surface (3) proximate the first material end (6) of the flexible
material (2) and a hook material (27) secured to the second
material surface (4) proximate the second material end (7) of
the flexible material (2) to fasten the first material surface (3)
of the flexible material (2) to the second material surface (4)
of the flexible material (2) to generate the rolled condition
(9). As to certain embodiments of the method, a plurality of
strips of loop material (26) secured to the first material
surface (3) of the flexible material (2) in substantially
parallel relation laterally spaced a distance apart between a
first material side (28) and a second material side (29) of the
flexible material (2) can correspondingly engage a plurality
of'strips of hook material (27) secured to the second material
surface (4) of the flexible material (2) in substantially
parallel relation longitudinally spaced a distance apart
between the second material end (7) and about one half the
distance to the first material end (6) of the flexible material
(2). With respect to certain embodiments of the method,
engagement of the plurality of strips of hook material (27)
with the plurality of strips of loop material (26) can be in
substantially perpendicular relation to fasten the first mate-
rial surface (3) of the flexible material (2) to the second
material surface (4) of the flexible material (2) to establish
the rolled condition (9).

The term “garment” used in the particular non-limiting
examples of the method above-described is intended to
broadly encompass any article which can be located on the
second material surface (4) proximate the first material end
(6) and allows the flexible material (2) to be rolled from the
first material end (6) toward the second material end (7). As
non-limiting examples, the term “garment” includes coats,
sweaters, shirts, sweatshirts, pants, socks, shoes, ties, other
articles of clothing, or the like and can also include lap top
computers, purses, makeup bags, books, magazines, news-
papers, packages, or the like.

The term “user” used in the particular non-limiting
examples of the method above-described is intended to
broadly encompass any person capable of performing any
embodiment of the method of carrying a garment as above-
described.

Now referring primarily to FIGS. 4-7, embodiments of the
inventive garment carrier (1) can include a flexible material
(2) having a thickness disposed between a first material
surface (3) and a second material surface (4) and a material
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length (5) disposed between a first material end (6) and a
second material end (7) capable of reconfiguration between
an unrolled condition (8) and a rolled condition (9). As to
particular non-limiting embodiments of the inventive gar-
ment carrier (1), the flexible material (2) can have a material
length (5) of about twenty-eight inches disposed between the
first material end (6) and the second material end (7) and a
material width (30) of about twenty one inches disposed
between a first material side (28) and a second material side
(29), although the dimensional relation between the material
length (5) and material width (30) can be altered based on
the particular application to afford a numerous and wide
variety of configurations of the flexible material (2) which
can be used with a correspondingly numerous and varied
methods of carrying a garment (10). Typically, the material
length (5) will be in a range of about twenty five inches to
about thirty five inches and the material width (30) will be
in a range of about fifteen inches and about twenty five
inches. The flexible material (2) can be generated from
varied and numerous materials such as plastic sheet, or
plastic woven strands or fibers such as nylon, polyester,
vinyl, or the like, non-plastic sheet, or non-plastic woven
strands or fibers, such as metal, cotton, flax, hemp, rayon,
silk, or the like will allow reconfiguration from the rolled
condition (9) to the unrolled condition (8). The unrolled
condition (8) includes any condition of the flexible material
(2) which allows a garment (10) to be located on the second
material surface (4) proximate the first material end (6). As
one non-limiting example, the flexible material (2) can be
laid in substantially flat unfolded condition on a support
surface (31) such as the ground or a floor (see FIG. 1) or can
be held proximate the first material end (6) allowing gravity
to establish the flexible material (2) in a substantially flat
unfolded condition, as shown in FIG. 1. The rolled condition
(9) includes any condition in which the first material end (6)
is rolled a sufficient distance toward the second material end
(7) to allow engagement of the mateable parts of the first
fastener element (11) the second fastener element (12), as
above-described. The rolled condition (9) can further
include a garment (10) as above-defined about which the
flexible material (2) can be rolled. The rolled condition (9)
can have a lesser or greater circumference depending on the
type and dimensional relations of the flexible material (2)
and the configuration of the garment (10) rolled inside the
flexible material (2), if any.

Again primarily referring to FIGS. 4-7, embodiments of
the inventive garment carrier (1) can further include a
fastener (38) having a first fastener element (11) secured to
the first material surface (3) proximate the first material end
(6) of the flexible member (2) and a second fastener element
(12) secured to the second material surface (4) proximate the
second material end (7) of the flexible material (2). The
mateable parts of the first fastener element (11) and of the
second fastener element (12) can fasten the first material
surface (3) of the flexible material (2) to the second material
surface (4) of the flexible material (2) in the rolled condition
9.

Now primarily referring to FIGS. 4 and 6, as to certain
embodiments of the inventive garment carrier (1), the first
fastener element (11) can be a loop material (26) secured to
the first material surface (3) proximate the first material end
(6) of said flexible material (2) and the second fastener
element (12) can be a hook material (27) secured to the
second material surface (4) of the flexible material (2)
proximate the second material end (7) of the flexible mate-
rial (2). The hook material (27) can be a piece of fabric
covered with a plurality of discrete hooks. The loop material
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(26) can be a piece of fabric covered with a plurality of
discrete loops. When the hook material (27) and the loop
material (26) are engaged, the hooks catch in the loops and
secure the hook material (27) to the loop material (26).
VELCRO® is a brand name of a particular hook-and-loop
fastener suitable for use with the inventive garment carrier,
although the invention is not so limited.

Now referring primarily to FIG. 6, as to certain embodi-
ments of the inventive garment carrier system (1), the loop
material (26) secured to said first material surface (3)
proximate the first material end (6) of the flexible material
(2) can be in the form of a plurality of strips of loop material
(26) arranged in substantially parallel relation laterally
spaced a distance apart between a first material side (28) and
a second material side (29) of the flexible material (2). As a
non-limiting example, a plurality of strips of loop material
(26) can be secured to the first material surface (3) of the
flexible material (2) in substantially parallel relation laterally
spaced a distance apart between a first material side (28) and
a second material side (29) of the flexible material each
having a loop material length (32) in a range of about ten
inches and about twenty inches disposed between a first loop
material end (33) and a second loop material end (34) and a
loop material width (35) in a range of about three-quarters
of an inch and about two inches.

Now referring primarily to FIG. 4, as to certain embodi-
ments of the inventive garment carrier system (1), the hook
material (27) secured to said second material surface (4)
proximate the second material end (7) of the flexible mate-
rial (2) can be in the form of a plurality of strips of hook
material (27) arranged in substantially parallel relation lon-
gitudinally spaced a distance apart between the first material
end (6) and the second material end (7) of the flexible
material (2). As a non-limiting example, a plurality of strips
of hook material (27) can be secured to the second material
surface (4) of the flexible material (2) in substantially
parallel relation longitudinally spaced a distance apart
between the second material end (7) and about one half the
distance to the first material end (6) of the flexible material
(2) each of the plurality of strips of hook material (27) can
have a hook material length (36) about equal to the distance
between the first material side (28) and the second material
side (29) of the flexible material (2) and a hook material
width (37) in a range of about three-quarters of an inch and
about two inches.

In the above example, when the hook material (27) and
the loop material (26) are secured to the first material surface
(3) and the second material surface (4) in substantially
parallel relation as described, the plurality of strips of loop
material (26) and the plurality of strips of hook material (27)
can engage in substantially perpendicular relation in the
rolled condition (9) of the flexible material (2) to fasten the
first material surface (3) of the flexible material (2) to the
second material surface (4) of the flexible material (2). As
shown in FIGS. 1, 4 and 6.

Now primarily referring to FIGS. 4-7, one non-limiting
example of the garment carrier (1) as above-described can
include a flexible material (2) disposed between the first
material end (6) and the second material end (7) having a
material length (5) of about twenty-eight inches and the
flexible material (2) disposed between the first material side
(28) and the second material side (29) can have a material
width (30) of about twenty one inches with a plurality of
strips of loop material (26) secured to the first material
surface (3) of the flexible material (2) in substantially
parallel relation laterally spaced a distance apart between the
first material side (28) and the second material side (29) of
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the flexible material (2) in the form of four strips each
having a loop material length (32) of about fifteen inches
disposed between a first loop material end (33) and a second
loop material end (34) and each of the plurality of strips of
loop material (26) can have a loop material width (35) of
about one and one-half inches and each first loop material
end (33) can have a location within about one inch of the first
material end (6) of the flexible material (2), and the plurality
of strips of hook material (27) can be secured to the second
material surface (4) of the flexible material (2) in substan-
tially parallel relation longitudinally spaced a distance apart
in the form of four strips of hook material (27) spaced about
three inches apart between the second material end (7) and
about one half the distance to the first material end (6) of the
flexible material (2) each having a hook material length (36)
about equal to the distance between the first material side
(28) and the second material side (29) of the flexible material
(2) and a hook material width (37) of about one and one-half
inches. While this particular embodiment of the inventive
garment carrier (1) has the specific dimensional relation
between the elements described, it is not intended that the
invention be limited to this particular embodiment of the
invention. Rather this particular example is intended to be
illustrative of the numerous and varied embodiments of the
invention that can be made and used by a person of ordinary
skill in the art.

Also, while the particular embodiments of the inventive
garment carrier (1) above-described include a fastener (38)
having mateable parts which comprise a hook material (26)
mateable with loop material (27) the invention is not so
limited and the mateable parts of the fastener (38) can be any
manner of first fastener element (11) and second fastener
element (12) that when assembled can maintain the flexible
material (2) in the rolled condition (9) such as a clasp, or the
like. However, when a plurality of strips of hook material
(27) and a plurality of strips of loop material (26) are secured
to the first material surface (3) and the second material
surface (4) as above-described the loop material (26) can
receive the hook material (27) regardless of the circumfer-
ence of the rolled condition (9) of the flexible material (2)
affording a continuous fastening range (53) in which the
hook material (27) can mate with the loop material (26)
through the normal range of circumference of the rolled
condition (9). For example, regardless of the configuration
of the garment or object (10) about which the flexible
material (2) can be rolled resulting in a greater or lesser
circumference of the rolled condition (9), the hook material
(27) can engage the loop material (26) to fasten the first
material surface (3) to the second material surface (4). These
particular embodiments of the garment carrier (1) function
in this manner dependent upon the relation of the respective
mateable parts of the fastener (38) in the form of a hook
material (26) and a loop material (27).

Now referring primarily to FIGS. 5, 6 and 7, the inventive
garment carrier (1) can further include a handle (18) coupled
to the first surface of the flexible material (2) proximate the
second material end (7). As a non-limiting example, the
handle (18) can take the form of a flexible band (39) having
a band length (40) disposed between a pair of band ends (41)
each of the pair of band ends (41) coupled to the first
material surface (3) of the flexible material (2) proximate the
second material end (7) with a the band length (40) sufficient
to define a handle opening (17) through which a support
member (14) can pass as above-described. However, the
handle (18) is not limited in form to a flexible band (39) and
can as an additional example can be a rigid handle having a
grip element disposed between a pair leg members each leg
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member extending outwardly a distance to terminate in a leg
end coupled to the first material surface (3). Each leg
member can, but need not, have sufficient length to establish
the handle opening (17) through which a support member
(14) can pass. As but one alternative, the handle (18) can be
configured to be gripped by a hand (21) of the user (13)
whether in the form of a flexible band (39) or as a rigid
handle, or other handle configuration.

Again referring to FIGS. 5, 6, 7, the inventive garment
carrier (1) can further include a releasably closable loop (20)
coupled to the first material surface (3) of the flexible
material (2) proximate the second material end (7). As to
certain embodiments the releasably closable loop (20) can
include a flexible member (42) disposed between a first
flexible member end (43) and a second flexible member end
(44) each correspondingly coupled to the first material
surface (3) of the flexible material (2) proximate the second
material end (7). A loop closure (45) can be coupled to the
flexible member (42) which includes a first loop closure
element (46) coupled proximate the first flexible member
end (43) and a second loop closure element (47) coupled
proximate the second flexible member end (44) such that
mateable parts of said first loop closure element (46) and the
second loop closure element (47) fasten to generate a loop
opening (48). The mateable parts of the loop closure (45) can
be disengage to allow the first flexible member end (43) and
the second flexible member end (44) to surround a part of a
support member (14) and re-engaged to secure the releas-
ably closable loop (20) about the support member (14). One
non-limiting example of the mateable parts of the loop
closure (20) provides that the first loop closure element (46)
can be a loop material (26) secured proximate the first
flexible member end (43) and the second loop closure
element (47) can be a hook material (27) secured proximate
the second flexible member end (44). The loop material (26)
and the hook material (27) can be in the form above-
described. The mateable parts of the loop closure (45) can
also take the form of a clasp which fastens the first flexible
member end (43) to the second flexible member end (44), or
other closure means which can operate to fasten the first
flexible member end (43) to the second flexible member end
(44). Alternately, a support member (14) can be passed
through the loop opening (48). Embodiments of the garment
carrier (1) can supported by the support member (14) rather
than carried by the user (13), as above described.

Now primarily referring to FIGS. 5, 6, and 7, the inventive
garment carrier (1) can further include a shoulder strap (22)
having a shoulder strap length (23) disposed between first
shoulder strap end (24) and a second shoulder strap end (25)
each coupled to the first material surface (3) of the flexible
material (2) proximate the second material end (7). The
shoulder strap length (23) can be lesser or greater in a range
which allows the arm (49) of a user (13) to pass through a
shoulder strap opening (51) such that the shoulder strap (22)
can be receivingly engaged with the shoulder (50) of the user
13).

Now primarily referring to FIG. 3, a suit case (16) is
shown having an extendably retractable handle (52) passed
through the garment carrier (1) handle opening (17) estab-
lished by the handle (18) attached to the garment carrier (1).
The retractable handle (42) of the suitcase (16) provides one
non-limiting example of a support member (14) used as
above-described; however, the support member (14) can be
any manner of member which extends a sufficient length
outwardly to pass through the handle opening (17). By
supporting the garment carrier (1) on a support member (14)
such as the extendably retractable handle (52) of the suitcase
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(16), the garment carrier can travel along with the object
(19) attached to the support member (14) with out the user
(13) gripping the garment carrier (1).

Again primarily referring to FIGS. 4, 5, 6 and 7, embodi-
ments of the garment carrier (1) can be made by providing
a flexible material (2) having a thickness disposed between
a first surface (3) and a second material surface (4) and a
material length (5) disposed between a first material end (6)
and a second material end (7), the flexible material (2)
capable of reconfiguration between an unrolled condition (8)
and a rolled condition (9), above described and by providing
a fastener (38) including a first fastener element (11) secured
to the first material surface (3) proximate the first material
end (6) of the flexible member (2) and a second fastener
element (12) secured to the second material surface (4)
proximate the second material end (7) of the flexible mate-
rial (2) wherein mateable parts of the first fastener element
(11) and the second fastener element (12) are capable of
fastening the first material surface (3) of the flexible material
(2) to the second material surface (4) of said flexible material
(2) in said rolled condition (8). The step of providing a
fastener (38) can comprise the steps of securing a loop
material (26) to the first material surface (3) of the flexible
material (2) proximate the first material end (6) and securing
a hook material (27) to the second material surface (4) of the
flexible material (2 proximate the second material end (7).
As to certain embodiments of making a garment carrier, the
step of securing a loop material (26) to the first material
surface (3) can comprise the step of coupling a plurality of
strips of loop material (26) to the first material surface (3) of
said flexible material (2) in substantially parallel relation
laterally spaced a distance apart between a first material side
(28) and a second material side (29) of the flexible material
(2). The step of securing a hook material (27) to the second
material surface (4) can comprise the step of coupling a
plurality of strips of hook material (27) to the second
material surface (4) of the flexible material (2) in substan-
tially parallel relation longitudinally spaced a distance apart
between the second material end (7) and about one half the
distance to the first material end (6) of the flexible material
(2). The step of coupling a plurality of strips of loop material
(26) can further include the step of providing the plurality of
strips of loop material (26) having a loop material length
(32) in a range of about ten inches and about twenty inches
disposed between a first loop material end (33) and a second
loop material end (34) and further providing a loop material
width (35) of the plurality of strips of loop material (26) in
a range of about three-quarters of an inch and about two
inches. The step of coupling a plurality of strips of hook
material (27) can further include the step of providing a hook
material length (36) of the plurality of strips of hook material
(27) about equal to the distance between the first material
side (28) and the second material side (29) of the flexible
material (2) and each of the plurality of strips of hook
material (27) and further providing a hook material width
(37) in a range of about three-quarters of an inch and about
two inches.

The method of making a garment carrier can further
include the step of coupling a handle (18) to the first material
surface (3) of the flexible material (2) proximate the second
material end (7) which as to some embodiments establish a
handle opening (17) of sufficient size to receive a support
member (14). The step of coupling a handle (18) to the first
material surface (3) can comprise the step of providing a
flexible band (39) having a band length (40) disposed
between a pair of band ends (41) each coupled to the first
material surface (3) of the flexible material (2) proximate the
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second material end (7), wherein the band length (40) of the
flexible band (39) is sufficient to define the handle opening
(17) through which a support element (14) can pass.

Certain embodiments of making a garment carrier (1) can
further include the step of coupling a releasably closable
loop (20) to the first material surface (3) of the flexible
material (2) proximate the second material end (7). The step
of coupling a releasably closable loop (20) can include the
steps of providing a flexible member (42) disposed between
a first flexible member end (43) and a second flexible
member end (44) and coupling the first flexible member end
(43) to the first material surface (3) of the flexible material
(2) proximate the second material end (7) and providing a
loop closure (45) having a first loop closure element (46)
coupled proximate the first flexible member end (43) and a
second loop closure element (47) coupled proximate the
second flexible member end (44), and wherein mateable
parts of said first loop closure element (46) and the second
loop closure element (47) fasten to generate a loop opening
(48). Certain embodiments of the step of providing a loop
closure (45) having a first loop closure element (46) and a
second loop closure element (47) comprise the step of
providing a first loop closure element (46) of a loop material
(26) and a second loop closure element (47) of a hook
material (27).

As one non-limiting example of making a garment carrier
(1) the step of providing a flexible material (2) disposed
between a first flexible material end (6) and a second flexible
material end (7) comprises the step of providing a flexible
material (2) having a flexible material length (5) of about
twenty-eight inches disposed between the first material end
(6) and the second material end (7) and a flexible material
width (30) of about twenty one inches disposed between said
first material side (28) and said second material side (29),
and wherein the plurality of strips of loop material (26)
secured to the first material surface (3) of the flexible
material (2) in substantially parallel relation laterally spaced
a distance apart between said first material side (28) and said
second material side (29) of the flexible material (2) com-
prise four strips each having a loop material length (36) of
about fifteen inches disposed between a first loop material
end (33) and a second loop material end (34) and a loop
material width (35) of about one and one-half inches each
first loop material end (33) having a location within about
one inch of the first material end (6) of the flexible material
(2), and wherein the plurality of strips of hook material (27)
secured to the second material surface (4) of the flexible
material (2) in substantially parallel relation longitudinally
spaced a distance apart comprise four strips of hook material
(27) spaced about three inches apart between the second
material end (7) and about one half the distance to the first
material end (6) of the flexible material (2) each having a
hook material length (36) of about equal to the distance
between the first material side (28) and the second side (29)
of' the flexible material (2) and a hook material width (37) of
about one and one-half inches.

As can be easily understood from the foregoing, the basic
concepts of the present invention may be embodied in a
variety of ways. The invention involves numerous and
varied embodiments of an inventive garment carrier and
methods of making and using a garment carrier.

As such, the particular embodiments or elements of the
invention disclosed by the description or shown in the
figures or tables accompanying this application are not
intended to be limiting, but rather exemplary of the numer-
ous and varied embodiments generically encompassed by
the invention or equivalents encompassed with respect to
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any particular element thereof. In addition, the specific
description of a single embodiment or element of the inven-
tion may not explicitly describe all embodiments or ele-
ments possible; many alternatives are implicitly disclosed by
the description and figures.

It should be understood that each element of an apparatus
or each step of a method may be described by an apparatus
term or method term. Such terms can be substituted where
desired to make explicit the implicitly broad coverage to
which this invention is entitled. As but one example, it
should be understood that all steps of a method may be
disclosed as an action, a means for taking that action, or as
an element which causes that action. Similarly, each element
of an apparatus may be disclosed as the physical element or
the action which that physical element facilitates. As but one
example, the disclosure of a “fastener” should be understood
to encompass disclosure of the act of “fastening”—whether
explicitly discussed or not—and, conversely, were there
effectively disclosure of the act of “fastening”, such a
disclosure should be understood to encompass disclosure of
a “fastener” and even a “means for fastening.” Such alter-
native terms for each element or step are to be understood to
be explicitly included in the description.

In addition, as to each term used it should be understood
that unless its utilization in this application is inconsistent
with such interpretation, common dictionary definitions
should be understood to be included in the description for
each term as contained in the Random House Webster’s
Unabridged Dictionary, second edition, each definition
hereby incorporated by reference.

Thus, the applicant(s) should be understood to claim at
least: 1) each of the garment carriers herein disclosed and
described, ii) the related methods disclosed and described,
iii) similar, equivalent, and even implicit variations of each
of these devices and methods, iv) those alternative embodi-
ments which accomplish each of the functions shown,
disclosed, or described, v) those alternative designs and
methods which accomplish each of the functions shown as
are implicit to accomplish that which is disclosed and
described, vi) each feature, component, and step shown as
separate and independent inventions, vii) the applications
enhanced by the various systems or components disclosed,
viii) the resulting products produced by such systems or
components, ix) methods and apparatuses substantially as
described hereinbefore and with reference to any of the
accompanying examples, X) the various combinations and
permutations of each of the previous elements disclosed.

The background section of this patent application pro-
vides a statement of the field of endeavor to which the
invention pertains. This section may also incorporate or
contain paraphrasing of certain United States patents, patent
applications, publications, or subject matter of the claimed
invention useful in relating information, problems, or con-
cerns about the state of technology to which the invention is
drawn toward. It is not intended that any United States
patent, patent application, publication, statement or other
information cited or incorporated herein be interpreted,
construed or deemed to be admitted as prior art with respect
to the invention.

The claims set forth in this specification, if any, are hereby
incorporated by reference as part of this description of the
invention, and the applicant expressly reserves the right to
use all of or a portion of such incorporated content of such
claims as additional description to support any of or all of
the claims or any element or component thereof, and the
applicant further expressly reserves the right to move any
portion of or all of the incorporated content of such claims
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or any element or component thereof from the description
into the claims or vice-versa as necessary to define the
matter for which protection is sought by this application or
by any subsequent application or continuation, division, or
continuation-in-part application thereof, or to obtain any
benefit of, reduction in fees pursuant to, or to comply with
the patent laws, rules, or regulations of any country or treaty,
and such content incorporated by reference shall survive
during the entire pendency of this application including any
subsequent continuation, division, or continuation-in-part
application thereof or any reissue or extension thereon.

The claims set forth below are intended to describe the
metes and bounds of a limited number of the preferred
embodiments of the invention and are not to be construed as
the broadest embodiment of the invention or a complete
listing of embodiments of the invention that may be claimed.
The applicant does not waive any right to develop further
claims based upon the description set forth above as a part
of any continuation, division, or continuation-in-part, or
similar application.

The invention claimed is:

1. A garment carrier, comprising:

a flexible material having a thickness disposed between a
first material surface and a second material surface and
having a length disposed between a first material end
and a second material end and having a width disposed
between a first material side and a second material side,
said flexible material capable of reconfiguration
between an unrolled and a rolled condition; and

a fastener including:

a plurality of strips of loop material secured to said first
material surface of said flexible material in substan-
tially parallel laterally spaced apart relation between
said first material side and said second material side
of said flexible material, each loop material first end
having a location proximate said first material end
and each loop material second end having a location
at about one half a distance toward said second
material end; and

a plurality of strips of hook material secured to said
second material surface of said flexible material in
substantially parallel spaced apart relation between
said second material end and inward about one half
a distance toward said first material end of said
flexible material, wherein mateable parts of said
plurality of strips of hook material are capable of
being fastened across one or more of said plurality of
strips of loop material to fasten said first material
surface of said flexible material to said second mate-
rial surface of said flexible material in said rolled
condition.

2. The garment carrier as described in claim 1, wherein
each loop material first end having a location proximate said
first material end and each loop material second end having
a location at one half a distance toward said second material
end; and

wherein a plurality of strips of hook material secured to
said second material surface of said flexible material in
substantially parallel spaced apart relation between said
second material end and inward one half a distance
toward said first material end of said flexible material.

3. The garment carrier as described in claim 2, further
comprising a handle coupled to said first material surface of
said flexible material proximate said second material end.

4. The garment carrier as described in claim 3, wherein
said handle comprises a flexible band having a band length
disposed between a pair of band ends each coupled to said
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first material surface of said flexible material proximate said
second material end said band length sufficient to define said
handle opening through which said support element passes.

5. The garment carrier as described in claim 4, wherein
said support element comprises a suitcase handle.

6. The garment carrier as described in claim 5, further
comprising a releasably closable loop coupled to said first
material surface of said flexible material proximate said
second material end.

7. The garment carrier as described in claim 6, wherein
said releasably closable loop comprises:

a flexible member disposed between a first flexible mem-
ber end and a second flexible member end said first
flexible member end coupled to said first material
surface of said flexible material proximate said second
material end of said flexible material; and

a loop closure having a first loop closure element coupled
proximate said first flexible member end and a second
loop closure element coupled proximate said second
flexible member end, and wherein mateable parts of
said first loop closure element and said second loop
closure element fasten to generate a loop opening.

8. The garment carrier as described in claim 1, further
comprising a shoulder strap having a length disposed
between first strap end and a second strap end each coupled
to said first material surface of said flexible material proxi-
mate said second material end.

9. The garment carrier as described in claim 8, wherein
said plurality of strips of loop material secured to said first
surface of said flexible material in substantially parallel
spaced apart relation between said first material side and
said second material side of said flexible material each have
a loop material length in a range of about ten inches and
about twenty inches disposed between a first loop material
end and a second loop material end and a loop material
width in a range of about three-quarters of an inch and about
two inches.

10. The garment carrier as described in claim 9, wherein
said plurality of strips of hook material secured to said
second material surface of said flexible material in substan-
tially parallel spaced apart relation between said second
material end and inward one half the distance toward said
first material end of said flexible material have a loop
material length about equal to the distance between said first
side and said second side of said flexible material and a hook
material width in a range of about three-quarters of an inch
and about two inches.

11. The garment carrier as described in claim 10, wherein
said length of said flexible material disposed between said
first material end and said second material end is about
twenty-eight inches, and wherein said width of said flexible
material disposed between said first material side and said
second material side is about twenty one inches, and wherein
said plurality of strips of loop material secured to said first
material surface of said flexible material in substantially
parallel spaced relation between said first material side and
said second material side of said flexible material comprise
four strips each having a loop material length of about fifteen
inches, and wherein each of said plurality of strips of loop
material has a loop material width of about one and one-half
inches, and wherein each said first loop material end has a
location within about one inch of said first material end of
said flexible material, and wherein said plurality of strips of
hook material secured to said second material surface of said
flexible material in substantially parallel spaced apart rela-
tion between said second material end and inward one half
the distance toward said first material end comprise four
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strips of hook material each having a hook material length
about equal to the distance between the first material side
and the second material side of said flexible material and a
hook material width in a range of about one and one-half
inches.

12. The garment carrier as described in claim 1, wherein
said plurality of strips of loop material and said plurality of
strips of hook material are capable of engaging in perpen-
dicular relation in the rolled condition of the flexible mate-
rial to fasten said first material surface of said flexible
material to said second material surface of said flexible
material.

13. A method of making a garment carrier, comprising the
step of:

providing a flexible material having a thickness disposed

between a first material surface and a second material

surface and having a length disposed between a first

material end and a second material end and having a

width disposed between a first material side and a

second material side, said flexible material capable of

reconfiguration between an unrolled and a rolled con-
dition; and

providing a fastener including:

a plurality of strips of loop material secured to said first
material surface of said flexible material in substan-
tially parallel laterally spaced apart relation between
said first material side and said second material side
of said flexible material, each loop material first end
having a location proximate said first material end
and each loop material second end having a location
at about on half a distance toward said second
material end; and

a plurality of strips of hook material secured to said
second material surface of said flexible material in
substantially parallel spaced apart relation between
said second material end and inward about one half
the distance toward said first material end of said
flexible material, wherein mateable parts of said
plurality of strips of hook material are capable of
being fastened across one or more of said plurality of
strips of loop material to fasten said first material
surface of said flexible material to said second mate-
rial surface of said flexible material in said rolled
condition.

14. The method of making a garment carrier as described
in claim 13, wherein each loop material first end having a
location proximate said first material end and each loop
material second end having a location at one half a distance
toward said second material end; and

wherein a plurality of strips of hook material secured to

said second material surface of said flexible material in

substantially parallel spaced apart relation between said
second material end and inward one half a distance
toward said first material end of said flexible material.

15. The method of making a garment carrier as described
in claim 14, further comprising the step of coupling a handle
to said first material surface of said flexible material proxi-
mate said second material end.

16. The method of making a garment carrier as described
in claim 15, wherein said step of coupling a handle to said
first material surface of said flexible material proximate said
second material end and said step of establishing an handle
opening through which a support element passes comprises
the step of providing a flexible band having a band length
disposed between a pair of band ends each coupled to said
first material surface of said flexible member proximate said
second material end, wherein said band length of said
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flexible band is sufficient to define an handle opening
through which a support element passes.
17. The method of making a garment carrier as described
in claim 16, further comprising the step of coupling a
releasably closable loop to said first material surface of said
flexible material proximate said second material end.
18. The method of making a garment carrier as described
in claim 17, wherein said step of coupling a releasably
closable loop to said first material surface of said flexible
material proximate said second material end comprises the
steps of:
providing a flexible member disposed between a first
flexible member end and a second flexible member end;

coupling said first flexible member end to said first
material surface of said flexible material proximate said
second material end; and

providing a loop closure having a first loop closure

element coupled proximate said first flexible member
end and a second loop closure element coupled proxi-
mate said second flexible member end, and wherein
mateable parts of said first loop closure element and
said second loop closure element fasten to generate a
loop opening.

19. The method of making a garment carrier as described
in claim 18, further comprising the step of coupling a
shoulder strap having a strap length disposed between first
strap end and a second strap end to said first material surface
of said flexible material proximate said second material end.

20. The method of making a garment carrier as described
in claim 19, further comprising the step of securing said loop
material to said first material surface of said flexible material
proximate said first material end and securing said hook
material to said second material surface of said flexible
material proximate said second material end to allow mate-
able surfaces of said loop material and said hook material to
engage in substantially perpendicular relation in the rolled
condition of the flexible material to fasten said first material
surface of said flexible material to said second material
surface of said flexible material.

21. The method of making a garment carrier as described
in claim 20, wherein said step of coupling a plurality of
strips of loop material secured to said first material surface
of'said flexible material in substantially parallel spaced apart
relation between a first material side and a second material
side of said flexible material further comprises the step of
providing a loop material length of said plurality of strips in
arange of about ten inches and about twenty inches disposed
between a first loop material end and a second loop material
end and further providing a loop material width of said
plurality of strips of loop material in a range of about
three-quarters of an inch and about two inches.

22. The method of making a garment carrier as described
in claim 21, wherein said step of coupling a plurality of
strips of hook material to said second material surface of
said flexible material in substantially parallel spaced apart
relation between said second material end and inward about
one half said distance toward said first material end of said
flexible material further comprises the step of providing a
hook material length of said plurality of strips of hook
material about equal to the distance between said first
material side and said second side of said flexible material
and each of said plurality of strips of hook material having
a hook material width in a range of about three-quarters of
an inch and about two inches.

23. The method of making a garment carrier as described
in claim 22, wherein said step of providing a flexible
material disposed between a first material end and a second
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material end comprises the step of providing a flexible
material having a material length of about twenty-eight
inches disposed between said first material end and said
second material end and a material width of about twenty
one inches disposed between said first material side and said
second material side, and wherein said plurality of strips of
loop material secured to said first material surface of said
flexible material in substantially parallel spaced apart rela-
tion between said first material side and said second material
side of said flexible material comprise four strips each have
a loop material length of about fifteen inches disposed
between a first loop material end and a second loop material
end and a loop material width of about one and one-half
inches each said first loop material end having a location
within about one inch of said first end of said flexible
material, and wherein said plurality of strips of hook mate-
rial secured to said second material surface of said flexible
material in substantially parallel spaced apart relation com-
prise four strips of hook material spaced about three inches
apart between said second material end and about one half
the distance to the first material end of the flexible material
each having a hook material length about equal to the
distance between said first material side and said second
material side of said flexible material and a material width
of about one and one-half inches.
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